ANSWERS TO SELF-ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS

TAKE-HOME POINTS
• Paecilomyces species are frequently considered contaminants when recovered in culture, but because of the growing number of immunocompromised patients, the genus is increasingly associated with disease.
• Paecilomyces species have been associated with endocarditis, nephritis, pulmonary infections, and catheter-related fungemia, as well as nail, ocular, cutaneous, and subcutaneous infections.
• Although Paecilomyces and Penicillium species have similar microscopic morphologies, the surface color of Paecilomyces species is never blue-green, as seen with Penicillium species.
• Paecilomyces species are difficult to identify to the species level on the basis of morphological features alone, and thus, molecular methods are more commonly being used to provide identification to the species level.
• The in vitro antifungal susceptibility pattern of Paecilomyces species varies by species, but the lack of correlation between in vitro results and in vivo responses, the clinical utility of susceptibility testing is uncertain.
